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Emergency alert as man scales 400,000 volt pylon 

Stand-off at 
200ft 


■ By NICOLA FENN 
and ROB PRITCHARD 

A MAN scaled a 200ft elw 
tricity pylon and per 
formed a aerie* of acrobat 
Jcs tn the rain, prompting 
an emergency alert 
The drama started when 
the Eastern European man. 
believed to be in his twenties 
and from Pit sea. climbed the 
pylon at Wat Tyler Park and 
refused to come down for 
almost Five hours 

About 30 onlookers, tnclud 
tng the police, fire, ambulance 
and coastguard, watched the 
man balance on one leg with 
his hands tn hte pockets, per 
form chin ups and squats, and 
even grip the overhead 400.000 
volt electricity rabies, which 
had been switched off as a 
precaution. 

The young man was spotted 
climbing up the metal struc 

lulchinock. 44. who was 
working on his boat in the 
ark's marina 

He said: "Once he got to the 
>p. he sat down. But then at 
ne stage he got up and I 
bought he was going to 
imp." 

When emergency services 
rrived. the man was sitting 
t the top of the pylon tn a red 
'shirt and dark green 
rousers. 

He threw down his wallet 
ind mobile phone in the freez- 
ng cold and drizzling rain, 
irompting police and sniffer 
logs to go in search of them 
n an effort to identify him. 

Police condoned off the 
irea and. at 4pm. a specialist 
legotiator arrived to try to 
alk the man down. 

Using a megaphone, he 
aid: "We are all very worried 
i bout you and are trying to 
telp you. 

“Whatever has happened 
oday. I’m sure we can sort 
whatever problems out.” 

When asked if he wouM 
»me down, the man clearly 
shouted “No” to officers 

Officers could not climb the 
structure for safety reasons, 
but they had an RAF helicop- 
ter on stand-by in Southend. 

Eventually, a Russian inter 
preter was brought tn and 
managed to talk the man into 
climbing down the tower at 

7P An ambulance crew 
checked the man for 
hypothermia, but he did not 
require treatment. 

He was taken to Basildon 
police station, where he was 
kept in custody overnight 
National Grid confirmed no 

residents had been affec^ ^y 

the switching off of the eiet 
tricity at the pylon because 
they were able to re-route he 
electricity through remaining 
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Who is 
going to 
be for 
eviction 
next? 

• From PI 

Grays Hill said 'hey feared 
their camp could be bull 
dozed neat. 

One traveller from Grays 
Hill who did not want to be 
identified, said: The council 
in so determined to gpt us out 
We just hope we get a good 
outcome of our planning 
appeal on Novemtwr V «>r we 
know the council w 11 
m and do the I line to — 

However, residents accused 
Basildon Council of bungling 
yesterday's £30.000 operation 
at the Hovefields site. 

Failure to serve a new 
eviction order on land 
owned by the O'Briens, who 
have moved to a new illegal 
plot just metres away, meant 
they could only evict the 
family and build a mound of 
earth around the plot to stop 
reoccupation. 

This meant the council 
was not allowed to remove 
buildings or hardcore. 

I. . O-snp- olh»l Biol* were 
demolished, but the council 
will have to stage another 
similar costly operation to 
dear a further ten. 

Hovefields Avenue rest j 
dent David Walsh said. “It 
can’t be rocket science to get 
this right and sounds like a 
complete oversight. They 
laid out huge amounts of 
money on police, bailiffs, 
skips and machinery and 
can do only half the job 
because of an administra- 
tive cock-up " 

Tony Ball, deputy leader 
of Basildon Council, matn^ 
tained the operation had 
gone to plan and was sue 
cessful. but confirmed more 
action would be needed to 
finish the job. 

He said: “It was decided 
not to serve a new notice, 
because there was the rvs»f- 
bility the landowner would 
have appealed and this could 
have delayed the whole oper 
ation for several months.” 
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